
 
 

Prayer Theme:      Abiding in Christ – Life More Abundant 
 

Text:                     Eph. 3:16-19 
 
 

 
Day 1:                   The Greatest Need 
Day 2:                   Our Greatest Gift to God-Our Being 

Day 3:                   Christ in Us 
Day 4:                   Abiding in Christ 

Day 5:                   More Than Conquerors 
Day 6:                   Joy of Obedience 
Day 7:                   A Life That Blesses Others 

Day 8:                   Christ Reflected in the Family 
Day 9:                   Christ Reflected in the Church 

Day 10:                 Christ Reflected in the Neighborhood 
 



 









 



 

 

 

 

 

 























 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Day 4 —Abiding in Christ 
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in 

the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 

nothing.” John 15:4, 5 

 

Suggested Format for the Prayer Time (Sabbath Afternoon program) 

Praise (approximately 10 minutes) 

 Begin your prayer time by praising God for who He is. For example, He is a wonderful counselor 

(Isaiah 9:6). 

 Praise God that all you have to do is abide in Christ in order to have victory over sin. 

 Praise God for the ways He is teaching you to abide in Him. 

Confession and Claiming Victory Over Sin (approximately 5 minutes) 

 Ask God to show you if you’re holding back from surrendering anything to Him. Confess this privately 

to Him. Claim His victory over those sins. 

 Ask God to forgive you for times when you tried to do things in your own strength.  

 Thank God that He forgives you according to 1 John 1:9. 

Supplication and Intercession (approximately 35 minutes) 

 Pray that God will help you to better understand your need to abide in Him and give you the desire to 

do so. Pray also that family and friends will abide in Him. And pray that God will teach you how to 

abide in Him (John 15:4). 

 Pray that church leaders (your local pastor, conference, union, division, and General Conference 

leaders) will be filled with the Holy Spirit and abide in Christ.  

 Pray for greater support and interest by all church members and leaders in maintaining Seventh-day 

Adventist education as truly Seventh-day Adventist in content and emphasis. This is so vital to the 

church’s future workforce and mission perspective.  

 Pray for increased interest in studying the books of Daniel and Revelation.  

 Pray that people will understand and proclaim the sanctuary service as a beautiful explanation of the 

salvation process.  

 Mission to the Cities—Pray for the Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division and the cities they are 

trying to win for Christ: Luanda, Antananarivo, Lilongwe, Maputo, Saurimo, Bloemfontein, Lubango, 

Kitwe, Harare. Pray that people will see their need of Christ and call upon Him. 

 Pray for clear focus on Christ and His work for us during His life on earth, His death on the cross, His 

resurrection, His current ministry for us in the Most Holy Place in heaven, and His soon second coming.  

 Pray that we will devote more of our time to eternal values through Bible study and prayer, allowing 

God to fully direct His people according to His will and not our will. This will help keep us close to 

God and allow the power of the Holy Spirit to reverse trends of worldliness that threaten God’s church 

and our daily lives. 

 Pray that the seven (or more) people on your list will see their need and open their hearts for the Holy 

Spirit. 

 Pray for any personal needs you have.  

Thanksgiving (approximately 10 minutes) 

 Thank God for the different ways Jesus set us an example of how to abide in God.  

 Thank God in advance for how He is going to work and answer your prayers. 

 Thank God that He will teach you how to abide in Him. 

 Thank Him for sending the Holy Spirit to work on all the prayer requests you have prayed. 

 

Suggested Songs to Sing 

“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” (SDA Hymnal #567); “Be Still My Soul” (SDA Hymnal #461); “Wonderful 

Peace” (SDA Hymnal #466); “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” (SDA Hymnal #469); “Turn Your Eyes Upon 



Jesus” (SDA Hymnal #290); “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus” (SDA Hymnal #329); “Not I, but Christ” 

(SDA Hymnal #570). 



Abiding in Christ 
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 

fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:4, 5 

 

Those who make a success of the Christian life will count all things as loss for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ. Only those who are abiding in Christ can know what true life is. They realize the value of 

true religion. They have brought their talents of influence and means and ability to the altar of consecration, 

seeking only to know and do the will of Him who has died to redeem them. (Our High Calling, p. 8) 

It is not a casual touch with Christ that is needed, but it is to abide with Him. He called you to abide 

with Him. He does not propose to you a short-lived blessedness that is realized occasionally through earnest 

seeking of the Lord and passes away as you engage in the common duties of life. Your abiding with Christ 

makes every necessary duty light, for He bears the weight of every burden. He has prepared for you to abide 

with Him. This means that you are to be conscious of an abiding Christ, that you are continually with Christ, 

where your mind is encouraged and strengthened. (In Heavenly Places, p. 55) 

Do not stand outside of Christ, as many professed Christians of today. To “abide in me, and I in you” is 

a possible thing to do, and the invitation would not be given if you could not do this. Jesus our Saviour is 

constantly drawing you by His Holy Spirit, working with your mind that you will abide with Christ. . . . The 

blessings He bestows are all connected with your own individual action. Shall Christ be refused? He says, 

“Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). Of another class He says, “Ye will not come to 

me, that ye might have life” (John 5:40). (In Heavenly Places, p. 55)   

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matt. 11:28, KJV) 

Have you, have I, fully comprehended the gracious call, “Come unto me”? He says, “Abide in me,” not 

Abide with Me. “Do understand My call. Come to Me to stay with Me.” He will freely bestow all blessings 

connected with Himself upon all who come to Him for life. He has something better for you than a short-lived 

blessedness that you feel when you seek the Lord in earnest prayer. That is but as a drop in the bucket, to have a 

word with Christ. You are privileged with His abiding presence in the place of a short-lived privilege that is not 

lasting as you engage in the duties of life. . . . Will anxiety, perplexity, and cares drive you away from Christ? 

Are we less dependent upon God when in the workshop, in the field, in the market-place? The Lord Jesus will 

abide with you and you with Him in every place. (In Heavenly Places, p. 55) 

All who receive Christ by faith become one with Him. The branches are not tied to the vine; they are 

not joined to it by any mechanical process of artificial fastening. They are united to the vine, so as to become 

part of it. They are nourished by the roots of the vine. So those who receive Christ by faith become one with 

Him in principle and action. They are united to Him, and the life they live is the life of the Son of God. They 

derive their life from Him who is life. (In Heavenly Places, p. 56)   

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 

are become new. (2 Cor. 5:17, KJV) 

Baptism may be repeated over and over again, but of itself it has no power to change the human heart. 

The heart must be united with Christ’s heart, the will must be submerged in His will, the mind must become 

one with His mind, the thoughts must be brought into captivity to Him. . . . The regenerated man has a vital 

connection with Christ. As the branch derives its sustenance from the parent stock and, because of this, bears 

much fruit, so the true believer, united with Christ, reveals in his life the fruits of the Spirit. The branch 

becomes one with the vine; storm cannot carry it away; frost cannot destroy its vital properties. Nothing is able 

to separate it from the vine. It is a living branch, and it bears the fruit of the vine. So with the believer. By good 

words and good actions he reveals the character of Christ. . . . (In Heavenly Places, p. 56) 

Christ has provided means whereby our whole life may be an unbroken communion with Himself; but 

the sense of Christ’s abiding presence can come only through living faith. (In Heavenly Places, p. 56) 

 

Questions for Personal Reflection 

1. Is anything (worries, cares of life, stress, riches) hindering you from abiding in Christ? 

2. Where is your responsibility in making sure that you abide in Christ? 

 



SERMON FOR SABBATH 9th OF JANUARY 2016 

PRAYER MINISTRY, IOUC 

 

ABIDING IN CHRIST, THE TRUE VINE 

Scripture reading : John 15:1-11 (King James Version) 

INTRODUCTION 

The last verse in chapter 14 tells us that Jesus and the Disciples are about to leave the upper room. They 

are headed to the Garden of Gethsemane.  

In the chapter 15, Jesus is pictured for us as the True Vine.  

The disciples have just been informed that Jesus is going away, but that His work is going to continue, 

and that it is to continue through them and their lives - John 14:12. If they were to carry on the work of 

the Lord, then they needed to know how to produce that kind of fruit in their lives. 

This morning, we are 2,000 years away from that night, but the work of the Lord still marches forth. 

God is still working through the followers of Jesus Christ to accomplish His work and will in the world 

today.  

As we go through these 10 days of prayer, we may wonder how we are supposed to do the work of the 

Lord and how we can produce that kind of fruit in our own lives. Well, the answer is found in these 

verses which talk about our main theme for these 10 days of prayer 2016 - ABIDING IN CHRIST ! 

Because this passage is all about being a genuine Disciple and about how to bear fruit for the glory of 

the Lord, we shall take a moment to view this portrait of Jesus: The True Vine and see how and why we 

shall Abide in Him. 
 

I. THE PERSONALITY OF THE TRUE VINE – verses 1-3 

A. The Genuineness Of The True Vine  

Jesus and Jesus alone possesses life within Himself – John 14:6. All other vines are counterfeit. He 

alone is the true source of everlasting, abundant life. 
 

B. The Gardener Of The True Vine   

The word "husbandman" refers to the vine dresser, the gardener, the one who has the responsibility of 

caring for the vineyard. Jesus says that the Heavenly Father is the Gardener. 

The key phrase in verse 2 is "in me".  

The Gardener is involved in everything that has to do with the Vine. This verse highlights the specific 

duties of the Gardener in regard to the Vine : 
 

1. Protection - that is, the Gardener provides tender watch care and protection for the Vineyard. The 

Lord sees it all, nothing passes the gaze of our heavenly Father - Pro. 15:3 
 

2. Purifying - The Gardener uses two primary methods for purifying his vineyard. 

a. He Challenges The Branch - "Taketh away" means to lift up or to raise higher. That is, the Gardener 

will take the unfruitful branch and lift it from dirt into which it has fallen giving it a better chance to be 

productive. 

On a personal level, this means that when we get to a place in our Christian lives where we are unfruitful 

and barren, the Lord will have to reach into our lives, disturbing our slumber and He will lift us up in an 

effort to challenge us and shock us to growth.  

There are times when the Lord can only accomplish this through chastisement. Which, if responded to 

with repentance, will help us to be fruitful for His glory.  

Has the Lord been challenging areas of your life? If so, do not run from His challenge. Instead of 

running from God, turn and run to Him.  

After all, His chastisement is always a proof of His love - Rev. 3:19, and of your relationship to Him - 

Heb. 12:8. 
 



b. He Cleanses The Branch - That is, the Gardener removes things from the branch that sap its vitality 

and strength. Things like sucker branches, useless buds, misdirected shoots, spots, discolored leaves, etc. 

Anything that consumes life but produces no fruit must go! 

So it is in the life of the believer. When we allow things into our lives that hinder our walk with the 

Lord, then we are in danger of a pruning.  

"Pruning" by its very name sounds painful, and it isn't always easy to cut the junk from our lives, the 

heavenly Husbandman, oversees the process.  

How is this pruning accomplished? By the Word of God - v. 3. 

The question this morning is this, has the Lord been speaking to you through His Word? If so, have you 

been heeding the call from the Lord? If not, then I challenge you to allow the Lord to prune your life 

with His Word.  

 

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE TRUE VINE – verses 2-6 

A. There is a distinct purpose (verse 2) - The Vine has but one purpose: to produce fruit. The Vine 

exists for that purpose alone. Without the fruit, the vine and all of its efforts are wasted. The True Vine 

has a singular purpose and that is to bear fruit to the glory of the Lord. 
 

B. There is a distinguished purpose (verse 8) - The reason the Vine desires to produce fruit is so that 

the vine dresser might receive the honor. When fruit is yielded in a vineyard, the Vine, the branches, the 

soil, even the fruit does not get the credit. All the glory passes on to the Gardener. So it is with the Lord 

Jesus. Everything He did and does was and is to glorify His Father. 

This ought to be the burning desire of every child of God – that is, to live our lives that every waking 

minute is bringing glory to the Father in Heaven - 1 Cor. 10:31.  

There is something wrong in any life when there is no desire to bring glory and honor to the God who 

loves us, sustains us and cares for us along the way. 
 

C. There is a delegated purpose - The Vine itself does not bear fruit! Its fruit are the branches. The 

branches have the obligation of bearing the fruit. The Vine supplies its life to the branches and they take 

that life and use it to bear fruit. Let’s look closer to the branches and its fruit bearing. 
 

1. The qualifications for bearing fruits : 

a. The branch must be attached to the vine (verse 2) - If you are not in the Vine, then there is no way 

for you to share in the Vine's life. This is all about a vital union between the believer and the Lord Jesus-

Christ, the True Vine. 

b.  The branch must abide in the vine (verses 4-5) - That is, we must maintain a close fellowship with 

the Vine if He is to live through us and produce His fruit in our lives. This is only accomplished by 

"abiding" in Him!  

How does one abide? Prayer, studying the Word, deny self, draw nigh to God! The closer we abide to 

the Vine, the more His life can flow through us to produce the fruit He desires.  

Is there any wonder that so many Christian lives are fruitless and barren?  

How would you describe your life this morning? Are you bearing much fruit for the Lord? 

 

2. The quality of our fruits - When we speak of fruit, what do we mean? What will be produced in our 

lives when we yield? What happens if the fruit is not being produced through us?  

These fruits are elsewhere termed “the fruit of the Spirit” ( Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9), or “fruits of 

righteousness” (Phil. 1:11; cf. Heb. 12:11), that is, fruits which are righteousness. These fruits are 

evident in the character and the life. When these “good fruits” (James 3:17) are absent it becomes 

necessary to sever the fruitless branch. (Nichol, F. D. (Éd.). (1980). The Seventh-day Adventist Bible 

Commentary (Vol. 5, p. 1042). Review and Herald Publishing Association.) 

 



Our duty is to abide so that we can produce fruits! It is clear from these verses that God anticipates a 

steady progression in the level of our fruitfulness. Notice verses 2 & 8 - no fruit, fruit, more fruit, much 

fruit! The closer we abide in the Vine, the more fruit He will yield through our lives. 

 

3.  The outcome of fruitlessness (verse 6) - Not every branch abides in the Vine as it should. It is still 

attached, but it has ceased to draw life from the Vine's fulness. As a result, it is fruitless and withered. 

When this happens, it will result in the loss of vitality ! 

That is withered --- possessing no life! Death and dried up.  

This may describe our situation this morning! There is deadness where there used to be life. There is 

weakness where there used to be power. There is emptiness where there used to be fullness.  

Why not acknowledge and come back to renew that communion with the Lord ? 

 

III.  THE PROMISE OF THE TRUE VINE – verses 7-11 

Those who abide in the True Vine can rest assured of certain precious and sure promises! 

A. An unhindered prayer life (verse 7)  

Why? When we are abiding as we should be, and when we are drawing our life from Him, then His will 

will be our will.  

That is, every time we pray and every thing we pray for will fit perfectly with His will and He will grant 

our requests (John 14:13-14). 
 

B. An unending love (verse 9) 

Jesus loves all men always, but those who are abiding in Him have entered into a special, ever-

deepening relationship with Him. This is the promise of the Vine to the branches!  

To abide in Christ means to abide in the shelter of His love. It is comforting to know Christ’s love for us 

is as abiding as the Father’s love for the Son. 
 

C. An uncommon joy (verse 11)  

Joy is not happiness, which depends upon happenings, but it is a deep settled inner pleasure. It is the 

deep settled assurance and confidence in our relationship with the Father and with His Christ that fills 

the heart with "joy unspeakable and full of glory", and that ignites the heart to serve God.  

 

Joy is the second of the graces of the Spirit listed by Paul (Gal. 5:22). True joy is not found in noisy 

laughter or in giddy excitement caused by the world’s shallow pleasures. The Christian finds his joy in 

resting in the love of Christ, in victories won, and in unselfish service for humanity. Joy will reach its 

highest realization in the world to come, but a high degree of joy may be experienced here and now by 

those who abide in Christ. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus is the True Vine. His desire is to live through your life so that you might bear fruit unto the 

Heavenly Father. As we close, there are a couple of questions that need to be asked right now. 

- Are you "abiding in Jesus – the true Vine"?  

Are you drawing your strength from Him so that He is able to produce His fruit through your life? 

 

- Are you bearing His fruit today? 

Where do you stand with Jesus today? If God has revealed areas in your life that need to be pruned back 

or other wise dealt with today, then I challenge you to come to Jesus and let Him take care of your need.  

 

As we go through these 10 days of prayer, let’s surrender our lives to Jesus and abide in Him so that we 

can begin or even continue to experience Abundant life right now and right here! 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 



Day 11—Life More Abundant 
Suggested Format for the Final Sabbath 

 

This final Sabbath should be a time of great rejoicing in all that God has done for you and your 

church during the Ten Days of Prayer. Design your day to celebrate God’s goodness and 

mighty power. Consider how you have experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit during 

the past ten days. This Sabbath is an opportunity to rejoice in what He has done, is doing, and will do. 

 

Theme Text: John 10:7-16 

So Jesus said again, “I am telling you the truth: I am the gate for the sheep. All others who came before me are 

thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Those who come in by me will be saved; they 

will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come in 

order that you might have life—life in all its fullness. 

 

“I am the good shepherd, who is willing to die for the sheep. When the hired man, who is not a shepherd and does 

not own the sheep, sees a wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away; so the wolf snatches the sheep and 

scatters them. The hired man runs away because he is only a hired man and does not care about the sheep. I am the 

good shepherd. As the Father knows me and I know the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and they know me. 

And I am willing to die for them. There are other sheep which belong to me that are not in this sheep pen. I must 

bring them, too; they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock with one shepherd.” (GNT) 

 

The needs of each congregation are unique, so please work with local leaders to develop a specific plan for your 

church. Some suggested items to include in your final Sabbath church service: 

 

 Biblical Teaching on John 10:7-16: This could be a sermon or homily, or the passage could be used as a 

basis for weaving together stories of how God has worked during the Ten Days of Prayer. 

 

 Testimonies: Include ample time for testimonies of answered prayer. Those who have participated in the 

Ten Days of Prayer should have many stories they can share with the congregation, but encourage them to 

be brief so that everyone can participate. Others may also have stories. It might be good to have some 

testimonies pre-planned, in addition to having an open sharing time. 

 

 Prayer Time: Invite the whole congregation to join in a time of united prayer. You could lead the 

congregation through an interactive prayer similar to what you have used throughout the week. You can 

pray over a specific passage together. This could be done with people in small groups or with everyone 

praying together. Another option would be to have several different kinds of prayer throughout the service—

praying the Scriptures, small-group, individual, congregational, silent, and so on. 

 

 Singing: This is a day to rejoice in all God has done, and music is a great way to celebrate. If there is a song 

that has become a theme song for your group, make sure to sing that with the whole congregation. 

 

 Future Plans: If God has led you toward a special outreach or ministry through the Ten Days of Prayer, let 

your church family know about your plans and invite them to join in. 

 

 Children/Youth: A children’s story about prayer would certainly be appropriate. Also, if you have had any 

children or youth involved with the regular prayer meetings, have them share their testimonies and/or lead 

out in a prayer time. 

 

 Flexibility: Make sure to be flexible in your plans so that you can follow the Holy Spirit’s leading 

throughout the service. 
 



LIFE MORE ABUNDANT WITH JESUS – THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Scripture reading: John 10:1-16  

INTRODUCTION 

 "Two men were called on, in a large classroom, to recite the Twenty-third Psalm. One was a published 

orator trained in speech technique and drama. He repeated the psalm in a powerful way. When he finished, 

the audience cheered and even asked for an encore that they might hear his wonderful voice again. Then the 

other man, who was much older, repeated the same words --'The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want...' But 

when he finished, no sound came from the large class. Instead, people sat in a deep mood of devotion and 

prayer. 

"Then the first man, the orator, stood to his feet. 'I have a confession to make,' he said. 'The difference 

between what you have just heard from my old friend, and what you heard from me is this: I know the Psalm, 

my friend knows the Shepherd.'" 

Of the many images painted by John in his wonderful Gospel, probably the most descriptive is that of Jesus 

as the Good Shepherd.  

For like a shepherd, Jesus is concerned with the welfare and the care of His sheep.  

As we go through the message this morning and after these 10 days of prayer, I want each one of us to ask 

ourselves this question, "Do I/you really know the Shepherd?"  

Knowing the Shepherd makes your life more abundant and rich! 

Why is Jesus called the Good Shepherd and how does our life become more abundant and rich with Him? 

These verses teach us that Jesus possesses certain qualities that qualify Him to be called the Good Shepherd. 

Let’s take a few minutes this morning to look into this passage and answer to these questions above.  

 

I. HE POSSESSES THE RIGHT CREDENTIALS – verses 1-5 

A. He came properly (verses 1-3a) 

Jesus uses the imagery of the sheepfold to illustrate His message.  

A Sheepfold was a circular wall about 10 feet tall with a single opening that served as a door. Several flocks 

might be placed into the sheepfold at night, with a porter lying at the door. In the morning the shepherd 

would return, call his sheep by name, and lead them out to pasture.  

Jesus is telling His audience that only thieves and robbers seek to enter the sheepfold by another means 

besides the door. The true shepherd, however, always makes use of the door! 

Jesus proves that He is the Shepherd of the sheep because He came into the world in the right manner. He 

entered according to plan. He had presented His credentials to His people. Notice the proof that He came in 

the right way: 

1. He had been virgin born - Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:21-23 

2. He had been born in Bethlehem - Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:4-6 

3. He had come in the fullness of time - Gal. 4:4 

4. He had been brought out of Egypt - Hos. 11:1; Matt. 2:14-15 

5. His arrival had provoked the rage of the enemy - Jer. 31:15; Matt. 2:16-18. 

 

He was the right person, born in the right place, arriving at the right time, summoned from the right country, 

and attended by the right sign. He possesses all the credentials necessary to prove that He is the Good 

Shepherd! When Jesus came with the right credentials, John the Baptist openly introduced Him to the nation 

and declared His identity - John 1:29. 
 

B. He Calls Properly  

There may be several flocks sharing the same sheepfold. However, when the shepherd of the sheep walks up 

to the door and calls his sheep, they instantly recognize his voice and respond to him. They know his call. 

Illustration:  

A man in Australia was arrested and charged with stealing a sheep. But he claimed emphatically that it was 

one of his own that had been missing for many days. When the case went to court, the judge was puzzled, not 



knowing how to decide the matter. At last he asked that the sheep be brought into the courtroom. Then he 

ordered the plaintiff to step outside and call the animal. The sheep made no response except to raise its head 

and look frightened. 

The judge then instructed the defendant to go to the courtyard and call the sheep. When the accused man 

began to make his distinctive call, the sheep bounded toward the door. It was obvious that he recognized the 

familiar voice of his master. "His sheep knows him," said the judge. "Case dismissed!” 

 

So it is with the lost soul. There are many voices that compete for our attention in the world, but there is a 

special note to the voice of the Lord. When He calls, everything changes - John 6:44.  

The voice of the Good Shepherd is the only one that can awaken the dead heart. The only one that can give 

us hope. The only one that sounds right to a desperate soul.  

All other calls sound empty and frightening when compared to the sweet call of the Lord Jesus. 
 

C. He Commands Properly (verses 4-5)  

When the shepherd calls forth his sheep, he goes before them and they instinctively follow him. He just leads 

them out and they follow close behind. 

When a sinner’s soul encounters the grace of God and accepts it, he will have a desire to follow the Good 

Shepherd!  

When a person is saved and his heart is right with God, he does not have to be begged to come to worship, to 

tithe, to share his faith, etc. He has been called out by the Shepherd and has a burning burden to worship Him 

– 2 Cor. 5:17. His heart's desire is summed up by 1 Cor. 10:31. 

 

II. HE POSSESSES THE RIGHT CHARACTER – verses 6-10 

A. His Personality (verses 6-8)  

In these verses, Jesus reveals His identity as the Door. If you remember, there was only one opening going 

into or out of the sheepfold. It was in this opening that the shepherd lay. Therefore, the shepherd Himself 

became the door of the sheep. Nothing could enter the fold; nothing could exit the fold without going through 

the shepherd Himself. 

If anyone desires entrance into the fold of God, there is only one door. That door is Jesus Himself!  

He is the only way to God - Eph. 2:18; John 14:6; Acts 4:12. This truth is abundantly clear from 1 John 5:12. 

Jesus is the only way to the Father.  

Access to the spiritual kingdom is possible only through Him. Those who hold forth any other means of 

access to God are false shepherds, false teachers. 
 

B. His Performance (verse 9a) 

Jesus plainly tells His listeners that He alone is the door into God's eternal salvation. His promise to those 

who enter is that they will be saved.  

That is, they will experience the fullness of God's perfect salvation. 

When a sinner comes to Jesus and is born again, he is delivered from eternal lost - John 5:24; Rom. 5:9. 

 

C. His Promise (verses 9b-10)  

The thief is a threat to the sheep. When a thief enters the fold, his primary purpose is to use the sheep for his 

own personal gain. He doesn't care about their welfare. The Good Shepherd, on the other hand, comes so that 

the sheep might experience a life that is immeasurably better. He cares about the sheep and He promises 

them a new and better life in Himself. 

Everything changes when a person meets Jesus! When He enters into a life, it cannot remain the same. He 

gives us the ability to live better, to love better and to do something with our lives that will glorify God.  

 

The word life , “zoe” in greek, used here in its theological sense, is equivalent to eternal life.  



When Adam and Eve were created they possessed life – zōē - but lost it when they sinned. True, their 

physical life was extended, but they were no longer conditionally immortal - Gen. 2:17. Jesus came to restore 

the zōē that Adam had forfeited - John 8:51. 

 

“that they might have life more abundantly” – Life  includes the physical, intellectual, and spiritual.  

Physical life is regarded as abundant in a body that is full of vigor and in perfect health.  

Jesus’ miracles of physical healing gave an abundant physical life to those whose life forces were ebbing. 

But physical restoration was by no means the complete fulfillment of Jesus’ mission.  

Man also has intellectual and spiritual life, which must also be made alive and abundant, for “man doth not 

live by bread only, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord” (Deut. 8:3).  

Important as the physical and the intellectual aspects of a well-rounded life are, no life is fully complete 

unless the spiritual nature is nurtured. 

 

III.  HE POSSESSES THE RIGHT CONCERN – verses 11-16 

A. His Concern Is Proven By His Sacrifice (verses 11-13)  

Jesus explains the difference between the concerned shepherd and the hireling.  

The hireling is there only for the paycheck. When trouble comes, he runs away and leaves the sheep to be 

devoured by the wolves.  

The shepherd, on the other hand, owns the sheep and has a vested interest in their welfare. Therefore, the 

good shepherd is willing to pay any price to protect the sheep, even if it means that he has to give His very 

life for them. 

Jesus has proven that He is the Good Shepherd because He saw the danger that the sheep were in and did not 

run away, but did everything in His power to save them.  

Since God had said that the wages of sin is death, Jesus came down from Heaven and was born in human 

flesh. Then, after a sinless life He died on a cross, taking the place of every sinner who would put his/her 

faith in Him - 2 Cor. 5:21; 2 Cor. 5:15. 

 

B. His Concern Is Proven By His Sheep (verse 14)  

Jesus speaks of the bond that exists between the shepherd and his sheep. They know Him and will not follow 

another, and the shepherd knows his sheep.  

The individual sheep in a flock all look alike to the untrained eye. A good shepherd, however, can tell them 

apart--often because of their defects and peculiar traits.  

Illustration: 

A man who was tending a large flock explained this to a Christian friend who expressed surprise at his 

familiarity with each animal. "See that sheep over there?" he asked. "Notice how it toes in a little. The one 

behind it has a squint; the next one has a patch of wool off its back; ahead is one with a distinguishing black 

mark, while the one closest to us has a small piece torn out of its ear."  

Observing all of them, the believer thought about Christ, the Chief Shepherd, who also knows the individual 

weaknesses and failings of His flock and watches over the members with discerning love and sympathetic 

understanding.  

He knows His sheep by name - v. 3. They know not only His voice - v. 4, but they know Him.  

Knowledge leads to action. The good Shepherd who knows the sheep of his flock, takes a personal, loving 

interest in each one of them; the sheep, in turn, knowing the character of their Shepherd, place implicit 

confidence in their guardian and render loving, unquestioning obedience. 

With infinite concern the good Shepherd notes the doubts, fears, trials, conflicts and defeats that disturb their 

peace and He swiftly comes to their aid. 

Dear fellow brothers and sisters, the Good Shepherd knows His sheep! 

He knows everything there is to know about you - Matt. 10:29-31; Matt. 6:8.  

He is your Good Shepherd and He will look after you - Psa. 23:1-6.  

He is still Jehovah-Jireh - "The Lord will see to it!" - Gen. 22:14. 
 



C. He Proves His Concern By His Salvation (verses 15, 16)  

Jesus makes it plain that there will be other sheep that will come along afterwards. These sheep can be 

assured of being saved just like those who were there to hear Jesus speak.  

Therefore, anyone who needs salvation can rest assured that Jesus will provide that salvation when faith is 

placed in Him - John 1:12. 

When faith is placed in Jesus Christ, salvation is always the result. He is still the Door and He is still the 

Good Shepherd.  
 

CONCLUSION:  

There is no question that Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  

The only question that remains at this point in the service is this: Do you know the Shepherd?  

How you answer that question will determine and enable you to sense: 

- What is the Greatest Need? 

- That your Greatest Gift to God is Your Being! 

- The importance of Christ in You! 

- How and why you should abide in Christ, the True Vine? 

- You are more than conquerors! 

- The Joy of Obedience! 

- Your Life is a blessing to others! 

- Christ is reflected in your Family! 

- Christ is reflected in your Church! 

- Christ is reflected in your Neighborhood! 

  

Above all else, your answer to that question will make all the difference in how you can enjoy right from 

here on this earth A RICH AND ABUNDANT LIFE IN HIM WHO IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD! 

Let us not wait anymore, delay is dangerous! Revival and Reformation are the key words and the key actions 

as we prepare ourselves and others to meet Jesus, the Good Shepherd! 

Fellow brothers and sisters, let’s take a moment to answer that crucial question personally through a prayer 

season. 
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